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Welcome scientist, we need your help. In the last couple of years people are starting to lose focus on habitat conservation. Millions of species are in trouble of having no place to go due to our rapid growing population. It is now your task to produce a poster board that will educate people of the harmful affects we are causing due to habitat destruction. You will be assigned a specific animal where you will research specific details that must be presented on the poster board. You are not limited to just these topics that you have been assigned, if you find a topic about your animal that relates to habitat destruction you may include that on your poster. We are counting on you to be imaginative and creative to catch millions of peoples’ eyes around the world and to educate them. Good luck!
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Group 1: The Giant Panda
This genital giant’s trademark is its black and white fur. The legs, shoulders, ears and oval patches around the eyes are black, and the rest of the coat is white. Scientists don’t know if they are related closer to a raccoon or to common bears of North America. These pandas are known to be very good tree climbers and can swim to escape predators. Unfortunately it can’t escape its greatest predator, humans. Averaging 200-300 pounds these bears have been hunted and pouched down to a population of 1,000. Panda bears make their home in thick bamboo and coniferous forests at 8,500-11,000 feet above sea level. These pandas are not only hunted but they are losing their habitat to the growing population of China. 

Your task is to educate the masses about the giant panda’s shrinking habitat and threats. Here are the topics you must include in your poster

· Summarize the threats to great pandas

· What protection acts have been created already to help save the giant pandas

· How does the Chinese population affect the Panda’s population

· How can protecting the environment be helpful to pandas
· How are zoos involve on helping the panda population
· Are there any good signs pointing towards an increase in the panda’s population
· What is the WWF and how does it help the aid of the panda population
· Pictures, graphs, and charts
Links
http://www.panda.org/index.cfm
http://nationalzoo.si.edu/Support/GPConservationFund/
http://www.worldwildlife.org/pandas/
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2004-06/10/content_338386.htm
http://www.wwfchina.org/english/sub_loca.php?loca=27&sub=87
Group 2: Sharks
The mystical but probably one of the most feared animals known to man, sharks. Sharks have been around long before dinosaurs but now are facing dangers that they might lose to. All sharks have no bones but instead are made up of a rubbery material called cartilage. There are many different species of sharks that range in size from the size of a person's hand to bigger than a bus. Fully-grown sharks range in size from seven inches (18 cm) long (the Spined Pygmy shark), up to 50 feet (15 m) long (the Whale shark). Sharks have a variety of body shapes. Most sharks have streamlined, torpedo-shaped bodies that glide easily through the water. Some bottom-dwelling sharks (e.g. the angelshark) have flattened bodies that allow them to hide in the sand of the ocean bed. Some sharks have an elongated body shape (e.g., cookiecutter sharks and wobbegongs). Unfortunately humans have presented the biggest threat to sharks. Pollution, over fishing, bycatch, and straight out fear of sharks are causing drastic decreases in shark population 
Your task is to educate the masses on how shark populations are dwindling to very low numbers. Educate on how the media portrays these fish as a man eater instead of a beautiful creatures they are. Help the sharks. Here are the topics you must have on your poster

· What is bycatch and how does it relate to the decrease in shark population?
· What is Shark Trust and how does it help the shark’s population? 
· How is shark fin soup an eco-catastrophe? What is finning? Are there US fishermen doing this

· How can someone reduce the risk of a shark attack

· How often are shark attacks to occur and where are there the most frequent attacks? 
· What is the ISAF?

· How is human pollution affecting sharks?

· Pictures, graphs, and charts 

Links
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?file=/g/archive/2003/01/20/urbananimal.DTL
http://www.flmnh.ufl.edu/fish/Sharks/ISAF/ISAF.htm
http://www.mbayaq.org/cr/cr_seafoodwatch/sfw_bycatch.asp
http://www.sharktrust.org/
http://www.bite-back.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/animals/conservation/sharks/
Group 3: Birds
Birds are fascinating creatures that have modified their bodies so that most of them can fly. Like the plants, the Class Aves (the birds) has evolved into a wide variety of forms, some much older in the planet's evolutionary time scale than others. Some of the best places for bird watching are ecotones - areas where two habitat types meet. Though sadly, those habitats are starting to be developed into buildings and beachfront property. We need your help to educate people through a poster on the dangers humans create. 

Here is your task. Create a poster that will educate the masses on the topics below. The birds need your help! 
· What is Ornithology?

· How is Wallkill Wildlife Refuge helping to maintain the population of birds

· How is the growing human population causing major concern on the population of the Birds?

· What is The Bird Conservation Alliance?

· What are the major threats to birds and what can be done about them?

· What is the North American Bird Conservation Initiative?

· What is the American Bird Conservancy?

· Pictures, graphs, charts

http://www.bsc-eoc.org/nabci.html
http://www.ornithology.com/
http://www.abcbirds.org/
http://www.birdconservationalliance.org/
http://www.njskylands.com/pkwalkill.htm
http://www.wbu.com/chipperwoods/photos/threats.htm
Group 4: Polar Bears 
